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Congratulations!

First, may we congratulate you on your engagement
and assure you that we are very pleased to be able to
help you in the preparation for your wedding.
It is our hope that your ‘Big Day’ will be one to
remember with great joy for the rest of your lives.
We pray your wedding will be the celebration of a
lifelong relationship of love, happiness and peace.

A profound commitment

The church honours and treasures the married love
between husband and wife. For Christians marriage
mirrors the relationship between Christ and the
Church. Thus married love was described by St. Paul
as a “great mystery” (Ephesians 5.32) and came to be
recognised as one of the sacraments.
Marriage like other vocations calls us to reflect God’s
love to the world in a particular way. Married people
in their exclusive and lifelong commitment to each
other witness to and draw strength from how Christ
has loved us.
The wedding vows that couples exchange express
what is at the heart of Christian marriage. The words
“for better or for worse” point to the truth that life
together will have its challenges as well as its rewards.
The grace of the sacrament inspires couples to turn

to the Lord not just in days of happiness but also in
times of sorrow to seek the strength to transform any
situation with love and indeed forgiveness. It is
important to state that while upholding the value of
perseverance and the hope of reconciliation, the
Church does not demand that anyone remain in a
situation that has become impossible.
Marriage is a profound commitment. It is a
commitment that each party must choose freely, giving
their full consent without reservation. For this reason,
appropriate preparation is essential both at a personal
level and in regard to establishing that all is in order
for the marriage to proceed happily and joyfully.
In becoming husband and wife you give yourselves to
each other for life. You promise to be true and
faithful, to support and cherish each other until death,
so that your years together will be the living out in
love of the pledge you now make.
May your love for each other reflect the enduring love
of Christ for his Church.

Planning for the Big Day

All Saints Parish follows the guidelines of marriage
preparation developed by the Roman Catholic Church
in the Archdiocese of Cardiff.
We require a minimum of a year’s notice for a
wedding.

First Steps

Before we can put any date in the diary, couples must
complete a Marriage Enquiry Form which is available
online. This must be completed, even if you are planning
to marry outside parish e.g. elsewhere in the UK or
abroad. The form can be downloaded from the All
Saints Parish website or by clicking on the following
link: https://forms.gle/4FEu5744Gyj1c4CB8
Please do not book anything further (eg reception
venue, honeymoon, caterers etc) until a priest has
reviewed your enquiry form and you have received
confirmation that the date has been pencilled in the
parish diary.

Marriage Preparation

The priest or deacon who helps you prepare must be
assured that the two people have a reasonable
understanding of the meaning and responsibilities of
marriage, and the emotional, physical and intellectual
capacities to fulfil those responsibilities, and that it is a
commitment of religious faith that leads the couple to
ask for marriage in the Church.
In addition, couples will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation programme approved by the
Catholic Church e.g. Marriage Care UK (https://
www.marriagecare.org.uk/) or Engaged Encounter
(https://engaged-encounter.org.uk/)

Practical Details
Music

The choice of music for your wedding should be
arranged with the officiating priest or deacon. You may
have your own musicians or ask those who regularly
provide music in your church, or any local organists.
All music should reflect and be appropriate to the
celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage and should
therefore be sacred in character and not taken from
secular music charts.

Order of Service

Draft Orders of Service should be checked with the
priest before submitting them to the printers. It is
embarrassing to have a service different from the
service sheet.

Flowers

The parish has no full-time flower arranger. You are
free to decorate the church for your wedding either
yourselves or using a commercial florist, respecting the
nature of the space as a place of gathering for the
whole community at weekends, and taking care not to
impede necessary access and movement.

Photographs

We understand and appreciate the importance of
capturing this happy event on film and/or video.
However excessive movement of photographers and
flash lights can be distracting, we would prefer to
discuss your intentions in advance so that the
celebration can be recorded while retaining and
respecting its sacred character. Please inform anyone
taking a video recording that they must first show the
priest their copyright licence.

Confetti

It would be appreciated if you could advise your guests
to refrain from throwing confetti inside the church
although it is perfectly acceptable to do so outside on
the church.

Church Fees

Marriage is a sacrament and as such we do not charge
a fee. However we do expect that you will wish to
make a worthy offering to the Church in thanksgiving
for the gift of marriage as a reflection of the time given
by the priest to the preparation of your big day and to
defray the costs of keeping our church buildings open
and available for weddings. Our suggested donation is
£200 minimum.

Parish Paperwork
Six months ahead of the date of your wedding,
you will need to book an appointment with the
priest of the parish in which you are currently
resident. He will run through the paperwork that
needs to be in place before any marriage can take
place:

If one or both parties are Baptised
Catholics

Catholics will be required to present a copy of
their Baptism Certificate signed and dated within
six months of the wedding

If one party is a Baptised Christian

A copy of the Baptism Certificate/s, signed and
dated within six months of the wedding

If one party is not Baptised

You will need to apply to the Chancellor of the
Archdiocese for permission to marry in a Catholic
church. Your priest will take you through this
process.

Evidence of Freedom

All couples are required to provide evidence of
freedom. This might be in the form of a letter
from the parish priest of the parish where the
Catholic party lives, or a parental letter.

Marriage Preparation Certificate

This will be sent to couples once they have
completed a marriage preparation programme
approved by the Catholic Church. It should be
given to the priest at the earliest possible
opportunity.

Archdiocesan Form/s

All couples are required to complete, the
Archdiocese’s Information for Marriage form in
conjunction with the priest/deacon.

If the marriage is taking place abroad

If your marriage is taking place abroad, you are
required to prepare the paperwork outline below
in conjunction with a priest of the parish in which
you currently reside.
 Statutory Declaration of Freedom witnessed by
a solicitor
 Evidence of Confirmation - for Catholic parties
 Form 3 - information for marriage taking place
overseas
 Statement from couple confirming they have
completed the necessary civil requirements for
marriage in the country where the wedding will
take place
 Name and address of parish and diocesan office
in which the wedding is taking place

Civic Paperwork
In addition to the parish paperwork, you will need to
give notice of your marriage to the Register Office in
the local authority where you each live, regardless of
where the ceremony is to take place.
Notice must be given at least 28 clear days before the
ceremony, but for some couples this could extend to
70 clear days.
A marriage certificate or licence must then be collected
from the Register Office and handed to the officiating
priest as soon as possible, or at least 14 days prior to
the service. Once we have the certificate or licence, we
will arrange for the Authorised Person to be present
on the day of your wedding.
We must emphasise that this is your responsibility and
that the wedding cannot take place without the
appropriate involvement of the Registrar.

