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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE PASTORAL TEAM 

This time last year, who would have thought that we would be celebrating Christmas with 
restricted numbers? Certainly none of the clergy of the Parish thought this would be our new 
reality. 2020 has been a year of ‘new normal’ and ‘restrictions’ and I’m sure that we are all 
looking forward to saying goodbye to the year. The difficulties have not only been 
experienced by the Church, of course, but also by the wider community. As ever, All Saints 
has answered the call for help from the local community for aid, and as ever, we have been 
very pleasantly surprised by the overwhelming response to the various initiatives that have 
emerged during this time.  

What will 2021 bring? We rejoice at the production of these vaccines, and the rolling out that 
is currently taking place. 2021 will bring its own difficulties, however, we are a people of 
hope. Christian Hope is not misplaced, or misguided, it is based on a promise. A promise 
made to us by God. The time of Advent has encouraged us remember to put God at the centre 
of our lives. To convert, to repent, and turn back to Him with all our heart. 2020 has been a 
very difficult year, but let us not forget that which we have learnt this year. In particular: not 
to take things for granted, but to place God firmly at the centre of our lives.  

May the peace, joy, love and hope that the Christ-child brings reign in your hearts and homes 
this Christmas. 

With every blessing, 

Fr Michael, Fr Robert, Fr Roman, Fr Laurence, Fr Peter, Deacon Pasquale and Deacon Rigo 

 

Traditional Christmas Offering 

The Christmas and Easter Offerings constitute half of the annual income of your priests. Due to the lockdown in the 
Spring, the team have lost the contributions that would normally have been offered last Easter, though we were most 
grateful to those parishioners who delivered donations directly to us. Some of you have been asking about the 
traditional Christmas Offering.  It is very kind to think of us in this time and we are grateful.  Should you feel able to 
make the offering you can do so at any of the Masses as usual, by dropping the offering directly to us at the presbytery 
and at your request we have also set up an online method via https://allsaintsrcnewport.org.uk/donations/christmas-
offering/  

We are very conscious that many people are suffering financial constraints. May we simply thank you for your 
consideration and continuing generosity. 

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 117272 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR B)   ZOOM COFFEE ID: 810 0931 5173                    

Sunday 20th December 2020 
4.30pm (Vigil Mass) +Fr. Michael Ronan [CC] Public Mass 
9am +Mary Richards [SER] Public & Livestreamed Mass 
11am Audrey Bartlett Public & Livestreamed Mass 
4pm +Doreen Fitzpatrick [TF] Public Mass 
Monday 21st December 
10am +Michael Rushe Livestreamed Mass 
 +Kenneth Rose [EG] Private Mass 
 +Julia Hurley [CC] Private Mass 
  +Steve Marsh [JM] Private Mass 
Tuesday 22nd December 
10am +Claire Marie Verinder & Family [MV] Public & Livestreamed Mass 
 +Frances Shinkwin [FH] Private Mass 
  The Pugsley Family [CP] Private Mass 
 +Richard Thomas Stokes [JS] Private Mass 
Wednesday 23rd December 
10am +Sr. Mary James Cleary [DP] Public & Livestreamed Mass 
 +Catherine & Augustine Tanner [CP] Private Mass 
 +Mr. Patrick & Tanis Searson [OS] Private Mass 
 In thanksgiving [AG] Private Mass 
Thursday 24th December  
10am +Mary Richards Livestreamed Mass 
 +Niki Bordakas [DB] Private Mass 
  +Malcolm Armstead [LP] Private Mass 
 +Fr. Michael Ronan [StGPS] Private Mass 
4pm First Mass of Christmas: People of the Parish Public Mass 
6pm People of the Parish Public & Livestreamed Mass 
9pm People of the Parish Public Mass 
Midnight People of the Parish Public & Livestreamed Mass 
   
Please note that the figure of the Christ Child is only placed in the Crib at Midnight Mass, therefore will be 
absent from the Crib at the Vigil Mass. 
   
Friday 25th December: NATIVITY OF THE LORD  
9am People of the Parish Livestreamed Mass 
11am For the intentions of all our Covid stewards and cleaners Public & Livestreamed Mass 

 
Saturday 26th December: Feast of St Stephen – Second Day within the Octave of Christmas 
11am For the intentions of the Parish Altar Servers Livestreamed Mass 
 +Mary Richards [SER] Private Mass 
 Birthday Blessings Matthew Prendergast [CP] Private Mass 
 +Sarah Corrigan [AM] Private Mass 
 

 
 



PLEASE NOTE: FACE COVERINGS ARE STILL REQUIRED IN OUR CHURCHES. WEEKEND MASSES MUST BE BOOKED TO ATTEND. 

THE MASS INTENTIONS BOOK FOR 2021 IS NOW OPEN 

 

 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY       

Sunday 27th December  
4.30pm (Vigil Mass) +Fr. Michael Ronan [CP] Public Mass 
9am +Mary McQuillan [JMCQ] Public & Livestreamed Mass 
11am +Bella & Bill James & Stan Buccons Public & Livestreamed Mass 
4pm +Frances Shinkwin [MN] Public Mass 
Monday 28th December: Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs – Fourth Day within the Octave of Christmas 
10am +John & Josephine Hurley Public & Livestreamed Mass 
6pm Deceased Members of the Hayes & Nichols Families [MN] Public Mass 
 In thanksgiving for the work of our priests & deacons Private Mass 
 Blessings for the priests of All Saints [CP] Private Mass 
Tuesday 29th December: Fifth Day within the Octave of Christmas 
10am +Christine Ann Verinder & Family [MV] Public & Livestreamed Mass 
6pm +Fr. Ambrose Walsh & the intention of his family [MR] Public & Livestreamed Mass 
 +Billy Masterson [MR] Private Mass 
 +Kate Sherlane [AM] Private Mass 
Wednesday 30th December: Sixth Day within the Octave of Christmas 
10am  +Steve Marsh [JM] Public & Livestreamed Mass 
6pm Intentions of St. David’s College Public & Livestreamed Mass 
 Moira & Celina [MN] Private Mass 
 Blessings for a new job [SR] Private Mass 
Thursday 31st December: Seventh Day within the Octave of Christmas  
10am +Noel McDonagh Public & Livestreamed Mass 
6pm The Gough Family Public & Livestreamed Mass 
11.30pm For God’s mercy on the world in 2021 Public & Livestreamed Mass 
  Birthday Blessings for Terence Rose Private Mass 
 +Mary Richards Private Mass 
Friday 1st January 2021 – MARY, MOTHER OF GOD – The Octave Day  
12NOON A Cullen Family Intention Livestreamed Mass 
6pm Bridie O’Carroll Public & Livestreamed Mass 
 +Fr. Michael Ronan Private Mass 
 +Ann Murphy Private Mass 
Saturday 2nd January: SS Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church  
10am Intentions of Sr. Visitation [LM] Livestreamed Mass 
 +Linda Phillips [JJ] Private Mass 
 Joseph Daniel Private Mass 
 Nicola Evans Private Mass 
Sunday 3rd January: Second Sunday of Christmas 
4.30pm (Vigil Mass) Intentions of Mary Cotterell Public Mass 
9am Good Estate of Gilbert & Nancy Jones Public & Livestreamed Mass 
11am Michael Bermingham [EB] Public & Livestreamed Mass 
4pm +Sr. Mary James [RW] Public Mass 

 



PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK – EMERGENCY SICK CALLS ONLY: 07805 696474 

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND: We have received a number of requests from people who are housebound 
and from the extraordinary ministers who usually visit, to resume housebound visitations. Given the present Covid-19 
safety concerns, regular visits remain suspended. However if you feel the need for one of the clergy to make a brief 
visit please do get in touch. 

Please note, at times of serious illness and end of life situations, the clergy are on-hand to make visitations and 
administer the Sacraments. Please use the emergency number above. 

A note regarding the Grange University Hospital: No frim appointments have been made regarding the availability of 
a Catholic priest for the new hospital.  UNITL FUTHER NOTICE each parish priest will take on Pastoral Responsibility 
for their own parishioners until a long term solution can be found. When asking staff at the Grange Hospital to call 
for the Priest that you tell them you will need the priest from All Saints, Newport.   

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of all who have died recently and for those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time.  

Please continue to pray for those suffering with Coronavirus, those who have died from the virus and most importantly 
plead for the end of the pandemic. A Plenary Indulgence is available to all who pray for these intentions under the 
usual conditions of making Sacramental Confession, Holy Communion (both as soon as possible after the lockdown) 
and prayers for the intentions of Pope Francis (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be). Acts to be performed for the 
indulgence include read the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour, or recite the Rosary or the Way of the Cross. As 
is evident to all, the recitation of prayers and the reading of the Bible can be done without leaving home, and therefore 
in full compliance with the rules to counter the spread of the virus.  

Please also remember in your prayers: Fr Kevin Paine, Angela Sweeney, Canon William Isaac, Mike Glennon, Kevin 
Maguire, Nancy Small, George Blackborow, John & Denise Roberts, Doreen Price, Olive Adams, Stanley Whitfield, Baby 
Roscoe Whitby, Biddy Williams, Debbie Burnett (Reynish), Reg Gough, Terrence Rose, Sr. Denise, Jeanette Bassett, 
John Ryan, Pat Bowen, Daniel Gabriel, Monica Pugsley, Catherine Wenegrieme, Annie Cutinha, Jean Main, Margaret 
Millwater, Zoe Coleman, Mellisah M and all the sick at home or in our hospitals, and all who care for them. To add a 
request please contact one of the priests. 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 

NHS TEST AND TRACE – the new NHS Test and Trace app has now been launched and St. Mary’s has been registered as 
a check in location.  You can download the App from the Apple App Store or GooglePlay. 

PARISH HALL FACILITIES – remain CLOSED at this time. 

BAPTISMS – the celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism remains suspended until safety concerns can be addressed 
adequately.  However, in the event of an emergency the priests remain on hand via the emergency sick call number. 

MORE STEWARDS REQUIRED: Our teams of stewards and cleaners have worked extremely hard over recent months.  It is 
now clear that the COVID-19 restrictions are going to be in place for some time to come.  The contribution of our 
volunteers is critical to enabling access to the celebration of Mass and the other sacraments.  ALL VOLUNTEERS ARE 
WELCOME.  We do ask that people aged 70+ and those with an underlying medical condition should review 
government advice to make an informed decision.  Please contact Fr Laurence for details. 

Approaching another Lockdown … but it’s not the same.  It has been announced by the government that we will 
enter into another form of lockdown after the immediate Christmas celebrations.  HOWEVER, this time it will be 
different …. under the new 4 tier system places of worship can remain open for public worship no matter which tier 
we are in.  If we reach tier 4 we are expecting a further reduction in the numbers we can have at Mass.  
 



An expression of thanks 

When the restricted celebration of Public Masses began 5 months ago, none of us anticipated the restrictions lasting 
as long as they have.  A huge amount of work goes into our celebrations both on livestream and with a congregation.  
To quote a funeral director recently “it’s hard work Father and people just don’t get it or they don’t care”.  

Over the past 5 months, our team of volunteers have worked tirelessly and at risk to themselves to safely steward and 
clean the church for each Mass.  A huge amount of work goes into each public celebration and without their effort 
there would be fewer public Masses.  5 months is a long time and whilst I know that they are happy to continue 
working, we feel it is only fair to them that they have the break they deserve. As such in the New Year there will be a 
period where the Mass will only be livestreamed (exact dates in Newsletter of January 3rd).  The 11.00am Mass on 
Christmas morning will also be offered for intentions of our volunteers.  For want of a better, phrase “Team Covid” 
God Bless you and thank you.  Fr. Michael and the team. 

PARISH NOTICES 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMMENSE GENEROSITY! 
Words cannot express the generosity shown by the parish shown throughout this past year.  But now it has been 
topped once again in two ways: 

1. The Virtual Poinsettia scheme raised a fantastic £1,655.19.  As promised 50% has been sent to the 
Archbishop’s Food Voucher Scheme to help people struggling throughout the Diocese at this time.  Of the 
remaining half, a proportion is being used for flowers for the church this Christmas in lieu of poinsettias and 
the remainder is being used to arrange something special to elevate the MIDNIGHT Mass and truly welcome 
the Christmas season. 

 

2. Over the year, there have been generous donations to alms for St. Anthony.  A fund used by the clergy to help 
those in need throughout the year.  The Eden Gate charity in the city centre is known for its tremendous work 
with the homeless in Newport. Like all charities, they have suffered financially due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
As such, we have made a donation on behalf of All Saints parish of £1,000 to help their work over the 
Christmas period. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES: Our sincere thanks to those who helped take the bookings for the Christmas Masses, it was quite a 
hectic time with 3 people handling the calls. All the Masses were filled very quickly. A polite reminder to arrive at least 
ten minutes before the Mass is due to begin. The doors of the church will be closed before Mass begins. If you are 
unable to attend, for any reason, please let us know.  

There is a lot of disappointment at not being able to come to Christmas Mass this year.  In some ways, it feels like the 
narrative of Mary and Joseph being turned away as there is “no room at the inn”.  With current gathering restrictions, 
even with all the churches open, we cannot possibly get anywhere near to accommodating everyone who wants to 
come to an in-person Christmas Mass.  Whilst the livestream can never replace coming to Mass, it can in these 
unprecedented times help to alleviate the feeling that Christmas is cancelled this year.  It is not!  The livestreamed 
Masses for Christmas will be 6pm & MIDNIGHT on Christmas Eve and 9am & 11am on Christmas Day.  Before the 
MIDNIGHT Mass there will be carols sung by a four-voice choir from the Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama.  And 
we will welcome Christmas with the traditional Christmas proclamation (very rarely heard in our country).  We can still 
celebrate Jesus’ birth as a parish – as the Mystical Body of Christ here on earth. 

 



VIRTUAL NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS:   A debt of thanks must be paid to Fr. Laurence and Marilyn Richards for co-ordinating 
this event.  A tremendous amount of work was put in by a lot of people to make it possible - the technical hitches even 
added a little panto feel!  Thanks also to the children of our primary schools and the “Little Voices” for singing so 
beautifully on their recordings; and also to our young soloist at the start!  Thank you to the readers from the various 
communities who took the time to come into St. Mary’s (on different days) to record their readings and to Andrew 
who travelled into the parish to play the organ to help us sing in our homes.  Finally, thanks to our ZOOM Coffee 
Morning Virtual Choir (you’ve got to admit it was fun).  If you missed the event, you can catch up at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACx72SUxsxE  

Keeping Christ in Christmas – All Saints Christmas Shop – Last Opportunity 

The shop will be open THIS WEEKEND before and after the public Masses on Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday (10:30-
12:00). 

News regarding the Parish Office 

Nearly a year ago we identified a need within the parish to employ someone full time to assist with the Operations 
and Finance of the parish.  We started the process at the start of the year, then Covid-19 came.  On Tuesday of last 
week Fr. Michael and an interview panel interviewed potential candidates for the new position and following the 
interviews have appointed Cathy Morris to the role.  Cathy will begin work on 4th January; the structure of the work 
will be dependent upon government regulations at the time.  Cathy is very experienced in the areas of finance, 
administration, communication, volunteer management, fundraising and marketing.  She comes to us from the 
National Children’s Orchestra of Great Britain and is an active member of the Catholic Church.  We look forward to 
welcoming Cathy to the team in the New Year. 

The Year of St. Joseph  

The Holy Father, Pope Francis, has declared the year of 8th December 2020 – 8th December 2021 to be the year of St. 
Joseph.  We are called to focus our gaze on the spouse of Our Blessed Mother and the foster father of Jesus. During 
this year let us make a prayer to St. Joseph:  To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having 
implored the help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also. Through that charity which 
bound you to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the paternal love with which you embraced the Child 
Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the inheritance, which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and 
with your power and strength to aid us in our necessities. O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the 
chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every contagion of error and corrupting 
influence; O our most mighty protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with the power of 
darkness.  As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect God’s Holy Church from the snares 
of the enemy and from all adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so that, supported by 
your example and your aid, we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. 
Amen. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

ALL SAINTS PARISH OFFICE, 9 Stow Hill, Newport, NP20 1TP |  01633 265533 |  newport@rcadc.org 

PARISH CLERGY: Fr Michael Doyle (Parish Priest), Fr Robert James, Fr Laurence Bryce, Fr Peter McLaren, 
Fr Roman Kowalski, Deacon Pasquale Cinotti, Deacon Rigo Logier. 

PARISH SISTERS: Sr Paul Gerard Chidgey, Sr Visitation O’Donoghue 

PARISH TREASURER: John Wysome  newportfin@rcadc.org 

Find the latest news on the Parish website: allsaintsrcnewport.org.uk  

Follow the Parish Facebook Page: /CatholicNewport or twitter: @CatholicNewport 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: CatholicNewport 


