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Corpus Christi – Year A
14th June 2020

Traditionally, Corpus Christi is celebrated on the
Thursday after Trinity Sunday. One reason for it being a
Thursday is that it truly calls to mind the Last Supper. Of
course, we celebrate the Last Supper on Maundy
Thursday, as part of the Sacred Triduum, but this ‘extra’
feast allows us to focus solely on what takes place on
that night, and celebrate it with due solemnity.
Corpus Christi is the great celebration of the belief that
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Blessed
Trinity is truly, substantially, present in the Sacred Host
and the Precious Blood. Whilst under the appearance of
bread and wine, their substance is changed. They truly
are the Body and Blood of Our Lord. It is why it is
incorrect to refer to them as ‘the bread’ and the ‘wine’
once the priest has said the words of consecration.
Today we had planned a Eucharistic Procession through
our city; in the Sacred Species (the Sacred Host and
Precious Blood) God is Present amongst us.

Sunday Mass Antiphons
Introit:
He fed them with finest wheat
and satisfied them with honey from the rock.
Responsorial Psalm:
O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!
Gospel Acclamation:
I am the living bread which has come down from
heaven, says the Lord. Anyone who eats this
bread will live for ever.
Communion Antiphon:
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and I in him, says the Lord.

Corpus Christi - Prayers and Liturgies
9.00am Holy Mass: +Mary McQuillan [MO’D]
Live Stream

11.00am Holy Mass: +Mary and Clive Berry [AW] followed by Zoom Coffee Morning
1.00pm Msza w.j. polskim
2.55pm

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by The Chaplet of Divine Mercy, with
Benediction at 5.25pm.

5.10pm Holy Rosary
6.00pm Holy Mass: +Hazel Morelli [MM]

This week’s Prayer & Liturgies - Live Stream available at https://youtube.com/c/CatholicNewport
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Holy Mass: DM Italiano Family
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3.30pm
Family Rosary led by St. Michael’s Primary School
Divine Mercy chaplet
+Sr Maria Angela [SrPC]
+Edward Doyle [SrJM]
Holy Souls
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3.30pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by Benediction
Holy Rosary
Holy Mass: +David Walsh [SrPC]
GE of Fr Doyle [DD]
Thanksgiving to Our Lord, Our Lady and St Joseph [EG]
Thresia Thengumpally
Holy Rosary
Holy Mass: +Chris Coleman (1st Anniversary)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3.30pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by Benediction
Holy Souks
GE of Fr Doyle [DD]
Jaune Khonje – 10th Baptism Anniversary [FK]
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3.30pm
Funeral of Moira Blake
Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by Benediction
Holy Rosary
Holy Mass: GE of Fr Doyle [DD]
+Albert and Queenie Edwards [SrME]
+Sr Maria Angela [RW]
+Edward Doyle [CP]
Holy Rosary
Holy Mass: Leonora Fernandez (Birthday) [EG]
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3.30pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by Benediction
+Michael Malera [FK]
Intentions of the Catholic Community of St David’s College
+Edward Doyle [PW]
Holy Rosary
Holy Mass: +Michael Malera
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3.30pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by Benediction
+Arnold Peter
A Very Special Intention [CP]
Holy Souls
Holy Mass: Chacko Chethipugha
Family Rosary
Drive-Thru and Walk-in Confessions til 2pm
Holy Hour of prayer for an end to the pandemic
+Michael Malera [FK]
Intentions of Christine and Claire Verinder & the Verinder and
Gibbons Families [CV]
Holy Souls
Holy Mass: +Veronica and Hilary Roche [AR]
Holy Mass: +Bill James, Stan Burrows and John Hurley – followed by Coffee

Morning

Msza w.j. polskim
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 5.30pm
Holy Rosary followed by Benediction
Holy Mass: Maureen Crowley (Birthday) [MR]

Placing a Mass Intention - If you would like Mass offered for a particular intention simply visit https://allsainstrcnewport.org.uk/requesta-mass/ to submit Mass intentions. Alternatively, whilst out on your daily exercise feel free to pop your intention through the letterbox.

.

On the Feast of Corpus Christi by St. Thomas Aquinas
O precious and wonderful banquet!

Since it was the will of God’s only-begotten Son that men should share in his divinity, he
assumed our nature in order that by becoming man he might make men gods.
Moreover, when he took our flesh he dedicated the whole of its substance to our
salvation. He offered his body to God the Father on the altar of the cross as a sacrifice
for our reconciliation. He shed his blood for our ransom and purification, so that we
might be redeemed from our wretched state of bondage and cleansed from all sin. But
to ensure that the memory of so great a gift would abide with us for ever, he left his
body as food and his blood as drink for the faithful to consume in the form of bread and
wine.
O precious and wonderful banquet, that brings us salvation and contains all sweetness!
Could anything be of more intrinsic value? Under the old law it was the flesh of calves
and goats that was offered, but here Christ himself, the true God, is set before us as our
food. What could be more wonderful than this? No other sacrament has greater healing power; through it sins are
purged away, virtues are increased, and the soul is enriched with an abundance of every spiritual gift. It is offered in
the Church for the living and the dead, so that what was instituted for the salvation of all may be for the benefit of all.
Yet, in the end, no one can fully express the sweetness of this sacrament, in which spiritual delight is tasted at its very
source, and in which we renew the memory of that surpassing love for us which Christ revealed in his passion.
It was to impress the vastness of this love more firmly upon the hearts of the faithful that our Lord instituted this
sacrament at the Last Supper. As he was on the point of leaving the world to go to the Father, after celebrating the
Passover with his disciples, he left it as a perpetual memorial of his passion. It was the fulfilment of ancient figures
and the greatest of all his miracles, while for those who were to experience the sorrow of his departure, it was destined
to be a unique and abiding consolation.

RECOMMENDED READING: THE LAMB’S SUPPER: THE MASS AS HEAVEN ON EARTH
In the Lamb’s Supper, Dr. Scott Hahn reveals a long-lost secret of the Church, namely the
Early Christians’ key to understanding the mysteries of the Mass as the New Testament’s
Book of Revelation. Revelation is St. John’s great vision of the end times and as we live in
the word Anno Domini – in the Year of the Lord – we truly live the end times here and
now. The Book of Revelation and the Mass are intertwined and the author wonderfully
unwraps this great mystery for us. With its bizzare imagery, its mystic visions of heaven
and its end of time prophecies, Revelation mirrors the sacrifice and celebration of the
Eucharist. I have recommended this book to many people over the years and it has
enabled the reader to approach the Mass with a new heart and a new mind. They have
literally entered the celebration of the Mass with new life, enthusiasm and with new
knowledge, bringing them closer to the full active and conscious participation the Second
Vatican Council envisaged in Sacrosanctum Concilium.
Dr. Scott Hahn is himself a convert to Catholicism having served as a Trinity Presbyterian
minister. I can think of no finer piece of modern work on the Eucharist to commend to you this Corpus Christi.
The Lamb’s Supper: The Mass as Heaven on Earth can be found on Amazon at a cost of £9.56p
Fr. Michael.

We will gather again for our Virtual
Coffee Morning once again this
Sunday at 12pm. Pop on the
kettle, grab a biscuit, head to
Zoom.us, download the app and
join meeting ID: 847-4634-4404.
Votive Candles
It is now possible to request the
lighting of votive candles in church
for
your
intentions
visit
To all our parishioners who are working on the frontline
https://allsaintsrcnewport.org.uk/votive-candle/ to request 7 in the fight against Coronavirus. THANK YOU for your
day, 3 day or 3 hours candles to burn for your prayers.
compassion, generosity and talents! You are quite
literally Simon and Veronica to your patients.
Placing a Mass Intention
The priests of the parish are still offering Masses every day. If
you would like Mass offered for a particular intention we have
the facility for you to make Mass requests online. Simply visit
https://allsainstrcnewport.org.uk/request-a-mass/ to submit
Mass intentions. Alternatively whilst out on your daily
exercise feel free to pop your intention through the letterbox
at St. Mary’s Presbytery.

Proposed abortion bills – please write to your MP and
AMs

The governments of the 4 nations of the UK are all
currently trying to introduce bills related to abortion.
These bills are concerning for us as Catholics, and are
proposed without any public consultation, parliamentary
scrutiny or debate. The Welsh Assembly and English
Government have already passed DIY abortion bills, and
Online Children’s Liturgy
bills concerning Northern Ireland bills are due to be voted
Thanks to our friends at the parish of St. Hugh of Lincoln in on in the next few weeks. If you have not done so already,
Woking who are sharing with us specially produced Children’s please write to your AMs to ask that here in Wales the
Liturgy videos each week. See the parish Facebook page: decision may be revoked, and to your MP to ask them to
https://facebook.com/CatholicNewport for the video each week. vote against the bills for Northern Ireland:
https://righttolife.org.uk/
Parish Office Operations
https://righttolife.org.uk/diy-wales/
Due to the current Covid-19 pandemic please note the parish
office remains CLOSED. When emailing or sending in requests
please keep in mind one of the priests is picking up the Reading the documents of Vatican II – NEW DOCUMENT
messages and acting accordingly.
The Solemnity of Corpus Christi focusses us on the
A personal thank you from Fr. Michael
I wish to take this opportunity to you all for your kind
thoughts, prayers, best wishes and Masses on the death of my
father. They have been of great support to myself and my
family over the past few weeks leading up to his burial last
Thursday. The funeral went very well given the circumstances
and it was heart-warming to see people lining the procession
route on the way to the cemetery. May God bless you all for
your kindness. I will be offering a Mass for all your intentions
in the near future.

centrality of the Eucharist in our lives. Therefore, it
seems natural that this week we commend to you the
Second Vatican Council’s document on the Liturgy.
Liturgy has always been a contentious issue since the
Council. So let us revisit the words of the Council Fathers
and enter into the richness of the Sacred Liturgy.

Do you know of anyone in need of a phone call?
If you know of any parishioners who would appreciate a
regular phone call at this time, please contact one of the
priests so our team of volunteers can make contact. Please
check with the person before passing their telephone number
on.
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19631204_sacrosanctumconcilium_en.html

Prayer Requests
Please pray for the repose of the souls of Noel Tolan, Patricia Jill Hale, Michael O’Loughlin, Silvia Pisani, Margaret
Williams, and all who have died recently. Also for those whose anniversaries occur at this time.
Please continue to pray for those suffering with Coronavirus, those who have died from the virus and most
importantly plead for the end of the pandemic. A Plenary Indulgence is available to all who pray for these
intentions under the usual conditions of making Sacramental Confession, Holy Communion (both as soon as
possible after the lockdown) and prayers for the intentions of Pope Francis (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be).
Acts to be performed for the indulgence include read the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour, or recite the
Rosary or the Way of the Cross. As is evident to all, the recitation of prayers and the reading of the Bible can be
done without leaving home, and therefore in full compliance with the rules to counter the spread of the virus.
Please also remember in your prayers:
Carole Davies, Doreen Price, Olive Adams, Monica Lloyd, Stanley Whitfield, Baby Ronnie Gwyer, Rita Stokes,
Biddy Williams, Mary Finnerty, Debbie Burnett (Reynish), Mary Richards, Reg Gough, Terrence Rose, Peter
Okwusogu, Sr. Denise, Jeanette Bassett, John Ryan, Pat Bowen, Daniel Gabriel, Monica Pugsley, Catherine
Wenegrieme, Annie Cutinha, Jean Main, Margaret Millwater, Noel Tolan, Zoe Coleman and all the sick at home
or in our hospitals, and all who care for them.
To add a request please contact one of the priests.

When will our churches be open? - update

.
This week the parish took delivery of the necessary signage (for the walls and the floor)
regarding social distancing ready for the time we are allowed to open for private prayer.
The Archbishop has stressed to the entire diocese that in the initial phase only larger,
strategically placed churches will be permitted to open, stressing to us that this is to be
St. Mary’s. His Grace continues to meet with the Welsh ‘Faiths Forum’ to discuss the
implications and requirements of opening our churches. The forum will meet again this
week and it is expected that we will be given a date of when we can start the re-opening
of St. Mary’s for private prayer.
Given the serious nature of the Covid-19 virus this is not an easy process. Fr. Michael has
received official notification of 49 requirements that must be met for churches to reopen safely. This is why we are
reducing the amount of time live streaming to enable suitable preparations of the church building. Once we are satisfied
that all the requirements have been fulfilled, we must make application to be issued with a formal certificate to be
permitted to re-open.
A few of these Health and Safety requirements are:
 The availability of suitable PPE in a large enough quantity.
 Stewards being present throughout the time that the church is open, themselves practising good hygiene. (For
our purposes, a minimum of THREE will be required at any one time: one at the entrance, one at the exit and
one in the main body of the church.)
 Care in entering and leaving the church employing one way systems and separate entrances/exits.
 The practise of social-distancing, i.e. people from different households keeping at least two metres apart, both
walking around and sitting or kneeling in benches.
 The sanitisation of hard surfaces after they have been touched e.g. when someone sits/kneels in the pews,
once they move from that place, the pew/kneeler must be sanitised before they next person can use it.
 A full clean of the church at least at the end of each day, and more frequently for particular areas and surfaces.
We will ensure the sanitisation of a surface or object each time someone comes into contact with it.
 No physical veneration of objects such as statues.



A special system being in place for the lighting of votive candles. For us, this will involve a steward inside the
church lighting candles when asked, however we have been told that it is possible that we will have to remove
all votive candle stands from the church.

Please remember if the minimum requirements are not met we will not be given permission to reopen. We have already procured a quantity of PPE and other equipment for these precautions.
Volunteers needed
We must also stress that this will only be possible
with willing volunteers. The following are essential:

Stewards

Cleaners (cleaning is required both during the time the church
is open and when the church closes each day)
Volunteers must not be currently classified as vulnerable to the virus
by the NHS i.e.:




under 70 years of age
have no underlying medical conditions.
not be living with anyone who fits into the two conditions.

Patience and understanding
I’m sure you can appreciate the seriousness of this matter. We must see it in a positive light, however. All of these
precautions, although they may seem heavy-handed at first, are a step towards things going back to the ‘new normal’
for which we are all longing. We are all looking forward to and praying for the time when we can all gather together
again and worship Almighty God as a parish. In the meantime, we must be patient, taking on our responsibilities of
charity as well as towards civil society, as our Faith teaches us.

If you would like to help volunteer to help keep the church open in the day, please contact one of the
priests with your contact details and what days/times you would ordinarily be available each week.
UPDATE: After two weeks of appeal, we only have TWO volunteers who are willing and able. Other
have willingly volunteered but fall within the category of being vulnerable to the Coronavirus.
With this number, we will NOT be permitted to reopen for private prayer. This will be the
final week of appeal for volunteers, so by next week we will know if we will reopen, and if so
how many hours a week we will be open.
Over the past 10 weeks, we have received many communications complaining about the
closure of our churches. Now is your opportunity to put word into action and help begin the
reopen process.

Provision for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
On Saturdays from 1.00-2.00pm we have begun offering the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the grounds of St. David’s
Catholic Church, Park Crescent, Newport. For the safety of everyone involved, and to ensure social distancing,
Confession will be offered in two ways:
Drive thru Confessions
For individuals who are on their own and can drive, you will be able to drive onto the grounds of the church and follow
the one-way system to a designated point for Confession. Simply pull up at the point, wind down the window and
make your Confession without leaving the car. Once done, follow the one-way system out of the church grounds.
The map below gives an idea of the traffic flow, extra care will need to be taken at the gates as there will be a
contraflow!
Family/Household Walk up Confessions
For family/household groups, a priest will be available in the grounds, the position can vary so just ask the steward
where to go. Social distancing must be maintained at all times; you may queue as your household, but two meters must
be maintained with members of other households. If you are taking part in walk up Confessions we ask that you park
responsibly near to the school and not drive on to the grounds for safety and to ensure traffic flow for drive thru
confessions.

Confession by appointment @ St. Mary’s - Confessions can also be made, by appointment, in the parking area at the
back of the presbytery at St. Mary’s. Please contact one of the priests directly to make suitable arrangements.

