
2. Both partners must notify the local registrar of the date and place of the 
wedding and book attendance: This must be done within the appropriate 
time and not less than twenty two days before the wedding. 

3.  
 For Marriage in Saint Mary's a marriage certificate or licence must then 

be collected from the registrar's office and handed in to the officiating 
Priest as soon as possible, or at least 14 days prior to the Service. 
Once we have the certificate or licence, we will arrange for the 
authorised Person to be present on the day of your wedding. 

 We must emphasise that this is your responsibility and that the 
wedding cannot take place without the appropriate involvement of the 
registrar. 

 
Fees   

The fees for the Church, are £200 minimum, to help defray costs in the 
Church and because of the time given by the Priest to the preparation for 
the Marriage, which adequately reflect the importance of the spiritual 
preparation for the celebration, and the beauty of the church itself. 

 
     It is the couple’s responsibility to contact the Organist, if one is needed, 

to discuss, any music you may want to have. 

 The Organist's Fee is £55.00 minimum. 
 Authorised Registrar's Fee in Saint Mary's is £47.00 minimum. 
 In other churches the state Registrar will collect the fees when you book. 

     All fees, including those for the Organist and the Registrar (in St 
Mary’s) have to be paid 14 days before the day of the wedding. 

 

This rather long list of 'things to do' is given only in order to ensure 
that your wedding will run in a dignified and orderly manner as befits the 
celebration of the Sacraments within the Catholic Church. 

If there are any aspects of your wedding preparation that are not covered 
in this leaflet, please do not hesitate to ask the Priest who will be 
pleased to offer you his fullest assistance. 

It is our hope and intention to contribute as far as we can to a wonderful   
celebration, and to make it a day to remember for both of you, for your   
families and your guests, and a worthy beginning of your married life      
together. 

May God bless you both. 
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Your Wedding 
in All Saints Parish 

First, may we congratulate you on your engagement and assure you that we are 
very pleased to be able to help you in the preparation for your wedding. It is our 
hope that your ‘Big Day’ will be one to remember with great joy for the rest of your 
lives. We pray your wedding will be the celebration of a lifelong relationship of love, 
happiness and peace. 
Needless to say, there are certain formalities to be observed and we list these below for 
your information. 

All Saints follows the guidelines of marriage preparation developed by the 
Roman Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Cardiff. Wherever you chose to be 
married, all the preparation should take place in the parish where you are living. 

The Priest or Deacon who helps you prepare must be assured that the two people have 
a reasonable understanding of the meaning and responsibilities of marriage, and the 
emotional, physical and intellectual capacities to fulfil those responsibilities, and that 
it is a commitment of religious faith that leads the couple to ask for Marriage in 
the Church. 

As marriage is a once in a lifetime sacrament, Catholics will need to prepare for it by 
celebrating the sacrament of Reconciliation and being in regular Communion. 
They will also want to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation a few days before the 
wedding.  This might be done when you come to church for a 'practice', or at the 
usual times of Reconciliation in the Parish. 

In addition to the sessions with the Priest or deacon, couples will be asked to attend 
the Engaged Couple's Course run by Marriage Care in Newport or in Cardiff.  An 
alternative programme such as the Engaged Encounter may be followed. 

Music: 
The music for your wedding should be arranged with the officiating Priest or Deacon. 
You may have your own musicians, or ask those who regularly provide music in your 
church, or any local organists: John Hipkiss on 01633 250441 acts as a first contact for the 
regular musicians in the Parish. 
The music at the church service is part of the prayer of the people, and should therefore be 
live, All music should reflect and be appropriate to the celebration of the Sacrament of 
marriage and should therefore be sacred in character and not taken from secular music 
charts. 

Order of Service: 
Draft Orders of Service should be checked with the Priest before submitting them to the 
printers: It is embarrassing to have a service different from the service sheet. 

Flowers: 
The Parish has no full-time flower arranger. You are free to decorate the church for your 
wedding either yourselves or using a commercial florist, respecting the nature of the space 
as a place of gathering for the whole community at weekends, and taking care not to 
impede necessary access and movement. 

Photographs: 
We understand and appreciate the importance of capturing this happy event on film 
and/or video. However excessive movement of photographers and flash lights can be 
distracting, we would prefer to discuss your intentions in advance so that the celebration can be 
recorded while retaining and respecting its sacred character. Please inform anyone taking 
a video recording that they must first show the priest their copyright licence. 

Confetti: 
It would be appreciated if you could advise your guests to refrain from throwing confetti 
inside the Church although it is perfectly acceptable to do so outside on the Church 
steps.

PRACTICAL DETAILS 
Wedding Celebration: 
A date and time for the Wedding celebration will be booked at the same time as 
the couple begin preparation for Christian marriage. While there are few restrictions to 
the day your wedding can take place, Saturdays are the most popular, and you 
need to check the availability of your proposed date with the Priest or Deacon as 
soon as possible. 

We encourage couples to take an active role in planning their wedding celebration so 
that they, their families and friends can participate actively and fruitfully. Part of our 
preparation together will be looking at the scripture readings and help with choosing 
hymns and music. 

Documents that are required: 
1.  Catholics need to obtain a copy of their baptismal Certificate issued within six months 

of the wedding day.  If you have to send away for this to the Church of your baptism, 
include in your letter your full name, date of birth and names of your parents, and 
enclose a stamped addressed return envelope. 

A non-Catholic partner will need to supply a certificate of their Christian 
baptism and a letter from a close relative to confirm he/she is free to marry. If the 
non-Catholic partner has not been baptised, the letter of freedom to marry should 
still be provided. 
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Pre-Nuptial Enquiry 
 

 
Name of Bride………………………………………                                                      
 
Address……………………………………………… 
 
Contact number(s)………………………………….. 
 
Email address……………………………………….. 
 
Catholic/Non-Catholic 
 
Baptism date and Church……………………………. 
 
I have/have not been married before, in a Church or 
Civil Ceremony. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Name of Bridegroom…………………………………...                                     
 
Address………………………………………………… 
 
Contact 
number………………………………………………… 
 
Email 
address………………………………………………… 
 
Catholic/Non-Catholic 
 
Baptism date and Church…………………………….. 
 
I have/have not been married before, in a Church or 
Civil Ceremony. 
 
 
 
Please confirm that you have received and read the 
accompanying information leaflet……………yes/no 
 
 
Proposed date/time/Church of 
Marriage………………………………………… 
 


